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most part their notions on this subject are so con-
fused and faint, that they can scarcely be said in any
fair sense to believe the doctrine at all.
The writer of these sheets is by no means unap-
prized of the objections which he may expect from
r	those whose opinions he has been so freely
LtdiwtKLae	,         ,	a	.	-i.i	.,
of one who condemning. He is prepared to hear it
objects urged, " that often, where there have been
against the ^e strongest pretences to the religious
™fections affections, there has been little or nothing
twwh our of the reality of them; and that, even omit-
tffiviour. ^.jng ^e mstances, which however have
been but too frequent, of studied hypocrisy, those
affections which have assumed to themselves the
name of religious, have been merely the flights of
a lively imagination, or the working of a heated
brain; in particular, that this love of our Saviour,
which has been so warmly recommended, is no better
than a vain fervour, which dwells only in the disor-
dered mind of the enthusiast; that religion is of a
more steady nature; of a more sober and manly
quality; and that she rejects with scorn the support
of a mere feeling, so volatile and indeterminate, so
trivial and useless, as that with which we would as-
sociate her; a feeling varying in different men, and
even in the same man at different times, according to
the accidental flow of the animal spirits; a feeling, of
which it may perhaps be said, we are, from our very
nature, hardly susceptible towards an invisible Being."
" As to the operations of the Holy Spirit," it may
probably be further urged, "it is perhaps scarcely
Andaaainst wortn while to spend much time in in-
tke operations quiring into the theory, when, in prac-
of ike Holy tice at least, it is manifest, that there is
no sure criterion whereby any one can

